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females when the Y-antigen was present. The rather extensive recent data
on the Y-antigen is reviewed. The possibility of a chromosomal abnormal-
ity being associated with the development of drug resistance (a-methop-
teran) was reported by Bieselle, et al.
The Genetic Basis of Cell Resistance was discussed in the three papers
presented in this section. The relations of hormones and viruses in the
progression of mammary lesions in mice, with much new data, were pre-
sented by Dr. DeOme. Dr. Woolley discussed the genetic interpretationl of
the acquired resistance to certain chemicals such as amethopterin-evolu-
tional adaptation is the central theme for explanation.
Bovine ocular carcinoma in Hereford cattle increased progressively with
age, was higher among offspring of diseased parents, and also related to
periocular pigmentation (Anderson, etal.).
The final section on Heredity and Human Cancer was introduced by a
paper on recent developments in human genetics by W. J. Shull. Both
advances in content and in methods were discussed and included the chal-
lenging statement that the present approach cannot advance understanding
of the origins of the more common cancers. N. E. Morton discussed meth-
ods of studying in human genetics with great anticipation for future accom-
plishment, and Dr. Macklin and Dr. Oliver presented their well-planned
studies on the evidence of partial genetic involvement in human breast,
gastric, and rectal cancer.
The Bertner Foundation Lecture by Dr. Richard E. Shope was on the
role of the virus and host in determining the host response to the fibroma-
myxoma virus complex. Both dynamic variables influence the clinical pic-
ture of the disease. At least four related viral entities vary in the responses
manifest in diverse hosts.
WILLIAM U. GARDNER
PSYCHIATRY IN THE MEDICAL SPECIALTIES. By Flanders Dunbar. New
York, McGraw-Hill, Inc., 1959. 535 pp. $12.
In Psychiatry in the Medical Specialties Flanders Dunbar outlines and
illustrates her views on the contribution of psychiatry to the diagnosis and
treatment of a great many diseases encountered frequently by various
specialists. She discusses not just the diseases traditionally viewed as psy-
chiatric and psychosomatic, such as psychosis, neurosis, behavioral dis-
orders, ulcers, hypertension, ulcerative colitis, obesity, but also such diverse
disease syndromes as accidents, fractures, coronary artery disease, rheu-
matic fever and rheumatoid arthritis, diabetes, neoplasms, dental syndromes,
tuberculosis, allergy, genito-urinary svndromes, eye and ear syndromes, and
old age. The tremendous range of the different types of disease discussed
reflect the breadth of the author's interests, as does her distinguished career.
Flanders Dunbar earned a Ph.D. from Columbia (in literature) and a
B.D. from the Union Theological Seminary and an M.D. from Yale. She
has done clinical research at the New Haven Hospital, Bellevue, Worcester
State Hospital, the General and Psychiatric-Neurological Hospital and
Clinic of the University of Vienna, the Bergholzli, Zurich, and the Presby-
terian Hospital, New York. She was active in the founding of the journal
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Psychosomatic Medicine, of which she was the first Editor-in-chief, and in
the formation of the American Psychosomatic Society. Her death in 1959
was a great loss to American medicine.
Her best known research is the psychiatric study of serial admissions of
patients with a number of prevalent diseases to the Presbyterian Hospital.
She gathered information about the patient's personality and environment
and formulated for each disease syndrome an associated personality con-
stellation. Flanders Dunbar rejects the notion that each disease has a single
biochemical or mechanical cause. She feels that diseases are the results of
multiple events, including factors relating to personality and environment,
as well as organic factors. The basic assumption of her research is that cer-
tain diseases are associated with a certain personality constellation. In
Psychiatry in the Medical Specialties she outlines the personality constella-
tion for a great many disease syndromes encountered in a wide variety of
specialties. The existence of personality constellations associated with
different disease syndromes has long been a controversial point in psycho-
somatic medicine. Many psychoanalysists doubt the existence of personality
constellations associated with specific diseases. The crucial evidence has
been provided by Ring and is discussed in detail by Flanders Dunbar. Ring
conducted psychiatric interviews with a number of patients suffering from
a wide variety of medical diseases. He was not given any of the data relat-
ing to the medical history or physical exam and all cases in which the
patient inadvertently volunteered such data were discarded. From the
psychiatric interview alone he was able to make the correct diagnosis in 75
per cent of the subjects. This certainly suggests that certain diseases go
with certain personalities, supporting Flanders Dunbar's basic assumption.
The usefulness of the personality constellation extends not only to diagnosis
of full-blown diseases but in the diagnosis of early stages of diseases which
may progress in a patient with a certain personality constellation, thus
enabling the wise physician to intervene in the complex change of causal
and perhaps irreversible factors before the condition became serious. This
would contribute to the practice of a truly preventitive medicine. For
example, the physician, seeing a patient of the personality constellation of
accident proneness for whatever reason, might take steps in interviewing in
this personality predisposition, thus preventing future accidents as well as
helping the patient with the present acute problem. Following the dis-
cussion of the personality configuration associated with the various diseases
discussed Flanders Dunbar provided a section on "Practical Suggestions"
for themanagement ofpatients.
In addition to the discussion of the personality correlates and psycho-
logical management of patients with a wide variety of diseases, Flanders
Dunbar provides a comprehensive and interesting discussion of the patho-
logical psycho-physiology and psycho-endocrinology of many of the diseases.
In discussing the mechanisms involved she draws information from a wide
variety of sources; from psychology and psychoanalysis to endocrinology
and physiology, from Voodoo death to cybernetics, information theory, and
"operations" research. Her bibliography lists 702 references. One of the
great strengths of this book lies in the great amount, breadth, and variety of
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the concepts and information it presents. Its great weakness lies in the lack
of critical appraisal of the methodology of some of the data quoted. Wide-
eyed speculation based on single cases are quoted with as much authority as
the data ofwell-controlled experimental studies.
Considering the fact that at least 65 per cent of patients coming to the
average physician have disease syndromes initiated or seriously complicated
by psychological factors, and that the busy specialist or general practitioner
has had little time to keep in touch with the latest research in psychiatry,
this book will be a welcome addition to be read with profit by most medical
specialists. JOIN M. DAVIS
PSYCHIATRY IN MEDICAL PRACTICE. By W. Lindesay Neustatter. Lon-
don, Staples Press, 1958.311 pp. $8.00.
The major purpose of this book, as stated in the preface, is to describe
various specialized treatments and procedures of modern psychiatry, "pri-
marily for the benefit of those in general practice who are interested in
(psychiatric) problems that beset them in their daily work." The book
turns out to be a thinned-down standard psychiatric text, based almost
entirely on information and opinions at least 15 years old. Although there
is refreshing literary simplicity in the book's language and style, its brevity
and incompleteness eliminates most of what value the book would have had
as a reference text.
Some of the chapters are written by four contributors. Of these, Par-
tridge's on cerebral surgery is a creditable abbreviated review of a very con-
fused treatment area, and Allen's on hypnosis is a gem-like piece of succinct
lay coverage of the field of hypnosis and hypnotherapy. What is promised
and not given, is adequate treatment of psychological problems that coIm-
monly arise in medical practice. For example, there is only a brief paragraph
which merely generalizes some aspects of psychological management of acute
psychiatric emergencies. There is no mention of postoperative and incapaci-
tating disease states, or consideration of the management of the dying patent.
The only discussion of professional control (as opposed to amateur) in the
doctor-patient relationship, comes briefly under the heading of "technique of
history-taking." What, for instance, should a doctor consider in planning his
care of a patient who asks penetrating questions about diagnosis? How do
various categories of illness that are described in the book, influence the man-
agement say, of an acute infectious illness? How does a doctor cope with
strong undesired emotional feelings that arise in himself during the course of
patient management? There is little of value to a physician seeking general
information which will help in the management of psychological problems.
M. L. PILOT
THE LANGUAGE OF PSYCHOLOGY. By George Mandler and William
Kessen. New York, John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 1959.301 pp. $6.75.
George Mandler and William Kessen, two Yale-trained psychologists,
attempt, in this book, a systematic analysis of the language of psychology.
491